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Bath Air Quality plan could
send more traffic our way
Bath and NE Somerset council have been
told by the government to do something
about air pollution in the city, so they’re
intending to implement a Clean Air
Charging Zone (CAZ).

BaNES offers green
energy deal to Holt
& Staverton residents
It’s not all bad news coming from
BaNES – new energy tariffs have been
launched offering a choice of green
deals.

In 2012 a scheme to close Cleveland Bridge to
lorries was rejected by the government after
an appeal by Wiltshire Council, and in 2014
Bath looked at the feasibility of a Low
Emission Zone (LEZ) in the city.

The new scheme, called Our Power in
B&NES, offers locally generated
renewable energy to residents through
a collaboration with not-for-profit
energy supplier Our Power and local
community business Bath & West
Community Energy.

The latest proposal is likely to go ahead
because this time the government is
supporting and funding the project.

The ‘Our Local Green Energy’ tariff will
provide 100% renewable electricity as
part of a dual fuel offer with gas.

The CAZ could cover just lorries and buses, or it could be extended to include higher-emission cars –
essentially pre-2006 petrol and pre-2015 diesel cars.

Residents in our area can also join the
scheme; those interested can sign up
by calling Our Power on 0808 189 3085
or by visiting ourpower.co.uk/bathnes.

The danger is that chargeable through traffic, especially lorries, will divert onto roads through
Wiltshire, with our area in the front line.
BaNES are due to publish their detailed proposals by December, with implementation by 2021 at the
latest.
The EU limit for nitrogen dioxide (NO2) is 40 micrograms per cubic metre (µg/m-3). NO2 is seen as the
main pollutant from traffic, and many parts of Bath regularly exceed that level.
A measurement carried out on the B3105 in
Staverton last year by the Lib Dems in association
with Friends of the Earth gave a level of
32.6µg/m-3 of NO2. This was though just a short
term measurement over a few weeks in the
springtime and an annual recording might give a
different result.
“Bath undoubtedly has a pollution problem,” said
local councillor Trevor Carbin, “But as we
established the last time they tried it’s not
acceptable for one local authority to solve its
problems at a neighbouring area’s expense.”
There are more details on BaNES website at bathnes.gov.uk/bath-breathes-2021.
Meanwhile Wiltshire Council has finally accepted that something needs to be done about traffic
through Staverton and has included a ‘Staverton Link Road’ amongst possible future scheme. Watch
this space for news on how that progresses!

A hundred halls to lose their waste collections
Conservatives at Wiltshire Council have announced that free waste collections from Village Halls
and Social Clubs will cease this summer.
The change is part of the council’s plan to become more commercial and less service-minded. Of the
106 venues affected, 100 will be charged for both collection and disposal of waste.

‘96 bus’ service reduced
The 17:10 bus from Bradford to South
Wraxall and Monkton Farleigh has been
scrapped. Since March the last bus is
now 14:10 from Trowbridge and 14:35
from Bradford. WC say this is due to not
enough passengers using the bus to
make it worthwhile.

Rubbish reminder
Plans for radical changes to waste and
recycling collection may have been
shelved by Wiltshire Council, but we
can now recycle a wider range of
plastics.
The black box continues to be used for
glass, paper, cans and textiles, whilst
the blue lidded bin will take plastic pots,
tubs and trays, drink and food cartons
as well as plastic bottles and cardboard.
WC say they will continue to work with
Hills Waste to further improve the
service to make it easier for people to
recycle.

Get in touch with Trevor - trevor.carbin@wiltshire.gov.uk - 07757 506470

on

Helen Belcher Outdoor Education Centres

health and social care

On the doorsteps,
local people tell me
they’re worried
about no longer
being able to access
appropriate
healthcare when
they need it. As it
turns 70, the NHS needs a better long-term funding
deal. The damage done by Conservative cuts is
clear to see. I’m pleased the Prime Minister has
recognised the need for more money, even though
she’s not clear where it will come from.
We must integrate health and social care, so that
hospital beds are freed for those who need them
while ensuring that those discharged can access
the care they continue to need. We must put
money and resources behind mental health
services – warm words and good intentions simply
are not enough. And we must be honest that, in
order to continue to provide world-leading
healthcare, we need to put taxes up. All of these
are Liberal Democrat policies which will help our
NHS off its knees. helen@helenbelcher.uk
Liberal Democrat Prospective Parliamentary
Candidate for Chippenham

– a temporary reprieve
... at its meeting on Tuesday May 22nd. A grand total of
15,823 people had signed the petition which said:
'On 29th March 2018, Wiltshire Council announced its
decision to close Wiltshire's only two council run outdoor
education centres at Braeside and Oxenwood. Both centres
have provided invaluable experiences for thousands of
children over many years and closing them is very
shortsighted. Trips to centres like this give children from all
backgrounds a taste of the countryside that they would not
otherwise get. It nurtures a love of nature and creates
lifelong memories and friendships. It provides a welcome
break from classroom education and gives children
practical skills to use in everyday life. In a world increasingly
dominated by technology, centres such as this create future
ambassadors of conservation and wildlife preservation and
closure of these two invaluable centres must be stopped.
There is a solution. The centres don't need to be Council run,
but Wiltshire Council needs to hand over responsibility to
interested parties e.g.via a free or low cost community asset
transfer. The perception now is that Wiltshire Council
doesn't want to do this. We need this to change. Help us us
keep the pressure on. 15,000 people can't be wrong.'
The decision, which was one of the worst in WC history,
was called in for consideration by the scrutiny
committee. However the Conservatives used their
majority to over-ride the opposition.
The administration has though agreed to look again at
the closure proposals.

Community Area Staverton litterpick…
Every spring and ever autumn we
Transport Group give the village a clean-up.
…took place on June 25th.
Here are the decisions
affecting our area:
South Wraxall village gate.
The group agree to fund
the increased costs of
these with the Parish
Council contribution to
remain at the original
level.
Staverton 20mph roundels
on the road at entrances to
20 limit. These were
previously agreed, lining
works are likely to take
place in the next couple of
months.
Freight management. The
B3105 route is due to be
investigated, but officers
were rather vague on how
this would be done!

The 2018 spring-clean was
snowed off - the first time we’ve
ever had to cancel the event. The
next event is scheduled for
Sunday 7th October, 11am at the
Village Hall.
If you want to join us on the next
litterpick then please email me to
join our mailing list,
trevor.carbin@wiltshire.gov.uk.
…and Monkton Farleigh
this year are adding a late
summer clean-up, on 2nd September, 9.30am at the Village Hall.

Holt Melksham Road Traffic Count Results
The survey was carried out just east of Gypsy Lane between 10/07/2018 and
23/07/2018. A total of 67,218 vehicles were checked. The 85th percentile was
33.6mph (the 85th percentile is the speed at which 85% of the traffic is travelling at
or below). The average speed was 28.7mph.

Holt flooding –
WC to jet drains
on The Street
Two homes on The Street
were flooded on 31st May
by a not particularly
heavy storm, and
residents of the area from
the shop to The Elms are
naturally concerned that
a real downpour would do
a lot more damage.
The drainage was
inspected following the
previous heavy rainfall and
it appeared to be working
correctly.
Wiltshire Council has
agreed to get the drains
jetted.

Holt Tannery –
an update
The planning application is
still with Wiltshire Council
and going through the
planning process. The
applicants submitted
slightly revised plans in
June, which needed a
further consultation
period.

Plastic potholes?
Wiltshire Council isn’t very
good at fixing potholes, so
Lib Dem councillors Brian
Mathew and Steve
Oldrieve have made a
modest suggestion to
improve matters.
Their suggestion is to use
waste plastic to repair
potholes. The numerous
benefits of the approach
include the life span of
roads being increased,
road maintenance costs
reduced and landfill tax
costs reduced.
The motion has been
deferred for further
consideration.

According to Wiltshire Council’s criteria this means its not suitable for a speedwatch
or any other measures. The last time measurements were taken at this site was in
February 2014 (6th to 19th), when the number of vehicles recorded was 42,680 and
the 85th percentile speed was 34.4mph.

Get in touch if you have any issues, contact Trevor
Holt & Staverton division
including Monkton Farleigh and South Wraxall
07757 506470
trevor.carbin@wiltshire.gov.uk

Surgeries are on the same evenings as Holt Parish
Council, next ones:
Thursday 27th September
Thursday 25th October
Holt Village Hall - 6:30pm to 7:30pm

A short video of Wiltshire
Rural Music’s day in Holt in
March is available on
YouTube – search for
‘Music on Your Doorstep in
Holt’.

